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{x?iviwood, as it affords a much more durable target for sportsmen,
sisvz/st In Pebruary, 1873, we find the firstrecords of a raflroad coming to .
Duxbury.. This was the Duxbury and Cohasset Railroad, estimated to
# -cost $390,000, apportioned as’ follows: ' Duxbury, Marshfield and .
- Scituate $75,000- each; The ‘South” Shore Rallroad Co., $i25,000
plus 2 loan of $40,000 from the Old Colony Railroad. Duxbury sub-.
scribed. to 750 shares at $100 each and paid for them with $15,000

5 _ ;!
i ".borrowcdl {rom the Providerit Savings Bank, anequal amount from the .
KyitiNs Seaman's': Saving ' Hank, snd  §45,000. from the * Commionwealth,. of

————Mscrachnsenrs _n!l a1 1% navable_semfannnaliv. Subseauent reports

« L A SR “ seient 1eeet Y lpew
spentoextend the line to Kingston where {t. jolned the Old Colony. ..
rom then on It apparently operated at a loss each and every year,
.The bopds’ were ultimately pald off and the stock held by the town'’!
_.,xjij:peggmg‘:ygluel_ess;i 'One, member - of ‘an interested commiftee argucd ..
s et the’ ratlroad. brought new fndustry andhome’ owners to the area
'+ 7and by s6 doing the increasé In taxable property'was endugh to of fser.”.
" the’ cost of the raflroad. During the tdme I served as Towa Collector
3 1 once recelved a reel estate tax bill together with some shares of ::
*-0ld Colony stockawith a note asking tohave the stock credited towardy,
:payment of the, bill, T kept the stock 'and endorsed the taxblll +'addiziz
% onal ‘aiiount. ow du an accquntof acni] valte Ol Colony'stock o2 i
20T celed; ind|crediged,Tifp/ dollars;tt then 3dded fifty. more dollars, o}
¥ the! amount due”on - the; orlginal’ bilL. :The" taxpayer;a friend

V433 standing; seemed'qulte pleased With my actiofi,ufidy Kot et 2
L% The tralng’ were, very thpch worthwhile, A trip to Plymouth on the:!
18:30 . meant Staylng fo Plymouth-untll -the mail train left about flve, .
:.We carried our ‘lunches’ and ate them on the green In front of the: -

».'3 courthouse, The restof the time was spentseelng all'the sights unless

ot we “were’ ‘with "our.'mothers : to get new shoes or clothing.’Many gf'i"
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&:'.-h-:é:‘ time ] walked tothe: station tq'see the trains gome¢ in from Boston.’s,
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; gféﬁﬁ';gch people for the Myles Standish Hotel during the summer, ' When the ;:

éﬁﬁﬁline:_i«és_...flrst;‘dls_comlnu'ed i'fele” it would be 2 help 1o the towns by’
;i i3 Invittng many able to afford much higher taxes. This was something |
131 had observed several times In New York State, where short branch |
‘g o lines were'discontlnued, assessed valuation would more than double {n -

i'na few years, 'It'has-been true in Duxbury to some extent, butl!,

g

}'sometimes- wish [ could 'visit the blg city more of _tgr_x‘\xgtyggt_}_\"a‘vl.r}'g_".‘f
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SRl 1o depend on mY own car_to.get thevel =il T L s LS

of longiy:

; 3.‘7"3?1{{’3 Espectally'the parlor csf and diner with'colored porters,which b’quught'?}i'
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4 1963. Reprinted in
4 ' Duxbury:€1lippper, May 8. 1996

In 1873, we find the first records of a railroad coming
to Duxbury. This was the Duxbury and Cohassct
Railroad, cstimated to cost $390,000, apportioned as
follows: Duxbury, Marshficld and Scitvate $75,000
each; the South Shore Railroad Co., $125,000, plus a
loan of $40,000 from Old Colony Railroad. Duxbury
subscribed 10 750 shares at $100 cach and paid for them
with $15,000 borrowed from the Provident Savings
Bank, an cqual amount from the Scaman's Savings Bank
and $45,0000 from the Commonwecalth of
Massachusctts, all at 7% payable scmiannually.
Subsequent reports do not secm favorable.

The first report covering 15-1/2 months indicated a
profit of $4.62 per day, nct. Though this did not include
the interest charges on capital investment of about $75
per day. In 1875 an additional $64,000 was spent to
extend the linc to Kingston, where it joined the Old .
Colony. From then on it apparcntly operated at a loss
every year, The bonds were ultimately paid off and the
stock held by the town became valucless. One member
of an intcrested commitice argucd that the railroad
brought new indusiry and home owners to the area and
by so doing the increase in taxable property was enough
to offset the cost. During the time I served as town
collector I once received a real estate tax bill together
with some sharcs of Old Colony stock with a note
asking to have the stock credited toward payment of the
bill. T kept the stock and endorsed the tax bill "additional
amount now due on account of actual value Old Colony
stock received and credited, $50," ‘then added 50 more
dollars 1o the amount duc on the original bill. The
taxpayer, a friend of long standing, was pleased.

. The trains were worthwhile. A trip to Plymouth on
the 8:30 mcant staying in Plymouth until the mail train
Ieft about 5. We carricd our lunches and ate them on the
green in front of the courthouse. The rest of the time
was spent sccing sights unless we were with our
mothers to' get new shocs or clothing. Many a time I

walked to the station to see the trains come in from
Boston. Especially the parlor car and dincr with colored
porters which brought rich people for the Myles
Standish Hotcl during the summer. When the line was

first discontinued I fclt it would be a help to the towns
by inviting many able to afford much higher taxcs. This
was somcthing I had obscrved scveral times in New
York State, where short branch lines were discontinued,
assesscd valuation would more than double in a few
years. It has been truc in Duxbury to some extent, but I
sometimes wish I could visit the big city more often
without having to dcpend on my own car to get there.



